
 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: Year 8 Curriculum Intent 





votes from peers of 
best ‘business’ 

Why this?  

Why now? 

 

As students move into 
their second year in 
secondary education, 
they have established 
friendships which may 
become more 
challenging, so they 
will be able to explore 
conflicts and the idea 
of growing up into 
adolescence. This 
concept also builds on 
the work in Year 7 of 
introducing of living in 
a diverse society 
looking at more serious 
aspects of racial 
discrimination. 
Students will be taking 
more notice of the 
world around them 
and so they can 
explore in more detail 
world events. 

As students are 
becoming more active 
online, they will 
explore in more detail 



agree with others; 
Staying Positive – 
discussing family 
changes and effects. 

Aspirations & 

Careers 

 

Extracurricular 
activities, including 
Peer2Peer mentoring, 
Young Health 
Champions, Mental 
Health Team. 
Assemblies will be 
linked to these themes, 
including school 
nurses. CDI: Manage 
career- learning from 
setbacks and 
challenges. Balance life 
and work- being aware 
of the ways that they 
can be involved in their 
family and community, 
recognising the 
injustices caused by 
prejudice, stereotypes 
and discrimination in 
learning and 
workplaces. See the 
big picture- being 
aware 



 
To know that discrimination is wrong and that it 
means treating people differently for a 
characteristic. 
 
To understand that people experience loss and 
bereavement in different ways. 
 
To understand what female genital mutilation is 
and know that it is illegal. 
 
To define the terms digital footprints and online 
reputation. 
 
To describe 



Understand what the term LGBTQ+ means and 
the impact of homophobic and other derogatory 
language has on people. 
 
Understand the term ‘personal boundary’ and 
how to show respect to other people’s personal 
boundaries. 
 
Understand that contraception helps to prevent 
STI’s and unwanted pregnancy. Be able to 
identify different types of contraception. 
 
Know the difference between morals and ethics. 
 
Understand some religious viewpoints of animals 
around the world. 
 
Understand some of the causes for conflict and 
the reasons for some major conflicts that have 
taken place around the world. 
 
Understand the laws around abortion and how 
this links to religious viewpoints and affecting 
feelings of others. 
 
Understand how to summarise or paraphrase 



 



 

 


